Preparing for Life After
High School

By the end of this presentation, I will be able to…
• Explore options for life after high school
• Describe at least one benefit of going to college
• Understand how to get money to pay for education
after high school

Agenda
1) Benefits of Going to College
2) How to Build Your College Profile
3) Paying for College

The Benefits of
Going to College
1) Read “The Benefits of Going to College.”
2) Discuss with a partner:
• What is the most important reason for
you to go to college?
• Is your answer the same or different
from your partner’s? Explain.
• What are other benefits?
3) When you’re done discussing, write one
reason you want to attend college or a
benefit of going to college.

How to Build Your
College Profile
• Circle (○) the activities
that you are currently
involved with
• Star (★) the activities
that you want to be
involved with

Paying for College:
Vocabulary Matching Activity
In groups of 4, do your best to match the definition with
the term. Don’t worry if you aren’t sure what a word
means; we’ll be sharing out and checking answers when
we’re all done.

Ways to Pay for College
• Read the handout.
• Financial Aid includes
grants, scholarships, loans.
• One applies for financial aid
using FAFSA or WASFA
starting October of senior
year.

College Bound Scholarship:
All About It (Middle School)
The College Bound Scholarship is a
commitment of state financial aid to
eligible students and is a four-year
scholarship (12 quarters/8 semesters).
Students should apply in middle school
before the end of their 8th grade year
and commit to meeting the College
Bound Pledge in high school.

College Bound Scholarship: All About It
(Middle School)
Who is eligible? 7th and 8th grade students whose families meet the
income requirements or receive basic food/TANF benefits are eligible to
apply.
What is the College Bound Pledge?
• Graduate from a Washington high school or approved Washington
homeschool program with a 2.0 GPA or higher.
• Not be convicted of a felony.
• Apply to an eligible college and submit the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA) or Washington Application for State Financial Aid
(WASFA) to determine income eligibility.

College Bound Scholarship: All About It
(9th Grade)
What is College Bound again? The College Bound
Scholarship is a commitment of state financial aid to
eligible students and is a four-year scholarship (12
quarters/8 semesters). Students apply in middle school
before the end of their 8th grade year and commit to
meeting the College Bound Pledge in high school.

College Bound Scholarship:
All About It (9th Grade)
How do I get it? After completing the application
in middle school, eligible students must fulfill
The College Bound Pledge:
• Graduate from a WA state high school or
homeschool with at least a 2.0 GPA.
• Have no felony convictions.
• Be income eligible, as determined by your
college with the information on your FAFSA
or WASFA.
• Get accepted to and go to one of the 66
colleges, universities or programs within one
year of graduating high school.

Eligibility: A Two-Step Application
Step One

Step Two

• Apply in 7th or 8th grade, by
June 30 of 8th grade (foster
youth are auto-enrolled)
• Meet income requirements;
verified on the application.

• Fulfill the College Bound
Pledge
• Meet income requirements
verified by the college using
information from FAFSA or
WASFA
• Be accepted to and attend
an eligible college within
one year of graduating high
school.

Accessing My College
Bound Scholarship
thI/12
How do
get it?th
After completing the application in
(11
grade)
middle school, eligible students must fulfill The

College Bound Pledge:
• Graduate from a WA state high school or
homeschool with at least a 2.0 GPA.
• Have no felony convictions.
• Be income eligible, as determined by your college
with the information on your FAFSA or WASFA.
• Get accepted to and go to one of the 66 colleges,
universities or programs within one year of
graduating high school.

The scholarship may be listed on your financial aid award
letter as a combination of several state grant programs,
such as State Need Grant. You must use the College
Bound Scholarship within 1 year of high school
graduation.

Reflect & Discuss
With a partner, discuss your answers to the
following questions. Be ready to share.
• What surprised you from this presentation?
• What is something you learned?
• What other information would you like to
know?

Getting Help
You’re not alone. At OUR SCHOOL, the following
people are here to help you navigate the process:

